
Kirkby Fleetham with Fencotes Parish Council 
Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday, 16th May 2019 

 
 

Present: Mrs Booth, Mrs Herbert, County Councillor Wilkinson, District Councillor Phillips, Clerk - Mrs 
C. Mitton and 6 residents, who were welcomed by Mrs Booth. 
 
1) Apologies: Mr Tubby. 
 
2) Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 15th May 2018 copies of which had been circulated, were 
accepted and signed by Mrs Booth, chair of the Parish Meeting. This was proposed by Mrs Morley and 
seconded by Miss Minto. 
 
3)Chairman’s Report: 
 
Mrs Booth stated: 
 
This the first time I have done a Chairman’s Report without the support of the previous council but as you 
are all aware Councillors serve for a period of 4 years and this May there was an election in our Parish.  I 
would like to take this opportunity of thanking three councillors John Tubby, Adam Dick and Michael 
Mitton who, during their term of office, have been able to bring different skills to the Council and who 
have given of their time enthusiastically and conscientiously.  I am sure as a Parish you would endorse my 
thanks.  
 
I have prepared a brief report of the Parish Council’s activities over the last year and in no particular order 
report as follows:- 
 
Last year saw the introduction of General Data Protection Regulations and the Transparency Regulations 
which have affected all businesses and individuals.  This is a prime example of the serious side to the 
Parish Council and as such we confidently endeavour to keep up to date with all the Data and Financial 
Regulations which local councils have to adhere to.  That being the case your Parish Council, over the last 
year has continued to represent you at various meetings, forums together with courses to keep us up to 
speed. 
 
The Quarry activity at Killerby is now very much in evidence and as such we have direct contact with the 
site personnel and as a Parish Council we are being proactive to ensure that the contractors include 
provision for community involvement. 
 
The buses to and from our villages have recently changed operators and as a result service 54 and 73 are 
run separately.   As a Parish Council we have recently been in touch with NYCC expressing our concerns 
and their answer was whilst they don’t think the Parish Council should be unduly concerned that there will 
be a dramatic reduction in passenger usage, perhaps they could promote service 54 to encourage usage.  
I’m as guilty as anyone re bus journeys but this is an issue which will be on our future agendas. 
 
As regards Highways you can rest assured that as a Parish Council we are very proactive in terms of 
notifying Highways of any repairs, signage and road improvements for the betterment of our villages. 
 
Examples of this are – 
We amongst other local councils, with the help of County Councillor Annabel Wilkinson, insisted that it 
was dangerous not to have road markings at the roundabouts at Coneygarth and the A6055. These have 
now appeared.  Also to insist that Highways looked into the situation of the parked lorries at Coneygarth. 
New signage is also, albeit slowly, being put up around the area. 
Also councillors were proactive in attending the A1 liaison meetings during the final stages of 
development. 
 
The Church Yard at St Mary’s and the new burial ground at Great Fencote come under the jurisdiction of 
the Parish Council and I thank the volunteers who help in the maintenance of these areas.  



 
St Andrews Church in Great Fencote is now under notice for Closure.  The Parish Council is a consultee 
and therefore as this situation progresses we, together with the PCC, will be able to keep residents up to 
date. 
 
In November last year due to retirement the Village Shop closed its doors.  At a Parish Council Open 
Meeting initial ideas of what could work in our community began and from then on a Village Hub has 
developed meeting twice a week. We also organised a mobile Post Office to visit every Wednesday 
morning.  Thanks go to a group of volunteers who have taken this forward and are making a success of it. 
 
Volunteers and people giving of their time is what makes a community like Kirkby Fleetham and Fencotes.  
The Parish Council are only one cog in the voluntary wheel.  Without the help of individuals who give 
freely of their time to help with communication leaflets, website info and management, grass cutting, and 
supporting other village activities, this Parish would be a poorer place.   
 
Finally, on behalf of my fellow councillors old and new I would like to thank our clerk Mrs Mitton for her 
continuous hard work and also other members of the community for their support and interest in the 
workings of the Parish Council - your support is much appreciated as we enter a new term of office. 
 
4. Financial Report 
 
Parish Council Account 2018-2019 
During the year £6029 was spent on the Parish, £5630 on maintenance costs ie grasscutting, hedge cutting, 
wages, room rental, insurances, green bin, website, external audit, etc. Additionally, £1361 was spent on 
loan repayments on the Burial Ground, £41 initial set-up costs for the hub, £222 for YLCA membership 
and publications, £20 for the Village Hall sign and £117 for the replacement Union Flag.  
 
At the end of 2018/19 £8768 was carried forward in the Parish Council Account. 
 
A total of £7864 was carried forward from 2018/19 in the Burial Ground Account having paid £240 for the 
grass cutting.  
 
Total income for the year was £22661 on the two accounts and expenditure totalled £6029, leaving a 
surplus of £16632.  
 
In 2012 councillors agreed to allocate £1500 towards maintenance of the Burial Ground, as income from 
this cannot be guaranteed on a regular basis, and to hold a contingency fund of £3000 for unforeseen 
expenditure in the Parish Council account. This leaves a balance of £12,132 between the two accounts 
available towards future developments or improvements. It is planned to use the income from the Burial 
Ground towards a Lych Gate when there are sufficient funds available. It is anticipated that this will cost 
£7000. Current funds are £7864 and with the contingency figure of £1500 another £650 is needed for this to 
be achieved. 
 
5. Review of Time Capsule 
 
Councillors have agreed to review this each year at the AGM to ensure that contents continue to reflect the 
parish and that the condition of the capsule and its contents remain in good condition. 
Currently the capsule contains information on the Village Hall, Parish Council, Women’s Institute, Guides 
and Brownies, Kirkby Fleetham Primary School and Mr R Barker’s Book. Information is either on paper or 
memory sticks. 
A plaque indicating the position and contents is displayed on the Village Hall wall in front of the flag pole. 
It was agreed that the seal and contents should be reviewed every 5 years, the next date for review will be 
2021. 
 
6. Killerby Quarry 
 
Tarmac had been contacted by email and asked for an up-date prior to the meeting but there had been no 
response. Cllr Herbert reported that good progress seemed to have been made with the road but residents 



commented that the level of communication had been poor. They would like current, accurate and honest 
information. 
 
7.Open Discussion: 
 
1.The condition of the road in front of the Village Hall up to Kirkby Lane is again causing concern. The 
clerk was asked to contact NYCC Highways and ask them to look again. 
  
2. Trees – 2 trees on Kirkby Fleetham Green have died recently. Councillors were asked to replace them 
and it was agreed to place a message in the newsletter asking what residents would like as replacements 
and to include this item on the June agenda. 
 
3. Trees – a resident had complained about the overhanging trees in St Andrew’s Churchyard. This is an 
issue for Hambleton District Council and should be taken up with the appropriate department there. It was 
agreed to the place this item on the June agenda for further discussion. In the meantime the resident could 
contact HDC direct. 
 
 
Meeting closed: 7.30pm 
 


