
 

 

 

 

         

PRESS RELEASE 

 

11th January 2021 

 

Harvesting solar energy at Low Street, Leeming Bar 
 
Lightrock Power is proposing a solar farm between Leeming Bar and Scruton, which could provide enough 
electricity to power the equivalent of 15,000 homes or charge 19,000 electric vehicles, every year.   
 
A number of ecological and feasibility studies have been carried out and Lightrock Power are now consulting 
with local people about the proposal ahead of submitting a planning application in the spring. 
 
There is growing concern about climate change and the 49 MW Leeming Solar Farm could prevent more 
than 21,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere every year, helping meet national and 
local renewable energy targets. There are also plans to enhance biodiversity on site by installing bird and bat 
boxes and improving local flora using native seed mix to attract bees and other insects. 
 
Chris Sowerbutts, Founder and Director at Lightrock said: “This is an excellent site for solar; it gets lots of 
sunshine, is well screened, and has good access. We’re also really pleased that we can connect on site to the 
local electricity network, meaning minimum disruption to the local community. The Leeming Solar Farm will 
help the UK meet its 2050 net zero targets.” 
 
Lightrock Power has now written to residents inviting them to find out more about the project and provide 
feedback. The consultation runs from 11th January to 8th February, and an online exhibition detailing the 
plans is available on the Leeming Solar Farm website. Subject to consultation and further site assessments, 
the company intends to submit a planning application in the spring. 
 
Ends 
 
Notes for Editors 
 
About Lightrock Power 
Lightrock Power are a small and experienced team based in offices around the UK. They develop solar farms 
across the country and have delivered a number of successful operational projects. They focus on schemes 
that can be sensitively designed into the landscape, helping meet national and local authority renewable 
energy targets. They want to make a difference and are passionate about doing the right thing for our planet, 
communities and natural habitats.  
 
Leeming Solar Farm 
The scheme will consist of rows of solar panels mounted on metal frames no more than 2.8 metres in height. 
The site, which is approximately 63 hectares, is between Leeming and Scruton, and access will be off Low 
Street to the west of the site. A new grid connection will be built on the land – giving access to the local 
distribution network. As well as helping meet national climate change commitments, Leeming Solar Farm 
also supports policy aspirations in the Hambleton District Council Core Strategy.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
About the consultation 
Due to Covid-19, community consultation events won’t be held, and Lightrock Power are instead hosting an 
exhibition website and inviting local people to ask questions and provide feedback online, by email, 
telephone, or by post. The consultation runs from 11th January – 8th February.  
 

• www.leemingsolarfarm.com  

• leeming@lightrockpower.com  

• 0114 286 6217 

• Chris Sowerbutts, Lightrock Power, Electric Works, 3 Concourse Way, Sheffield, S1 2BJ 
 
Why Solar?  
Solar is the fastest growing energy technology in the world. Support for it is the highest it’s ever been – it’s 
a clean green energy source for our National Grid. To meet climate change commitments, deal with volatile 
energy prices, and make our nation more energy secure we need innovative energy solutions and smarter 
grid systems. Solar energy can play a big part.  
 
Solar energy does not mean we have to take land out of production – it just means we need to use land 
differently. It’s productive in a different way – harvesting renewable energy whilst supporting wildlife and 
local habitat. 
 
Solar farms generate energy without releasing greenhouse gas emissions – a cleaner way to produce energy.  

For further information 
 
Angharad Davies angharad@cadnocomms.co.uk 
Cadno Communications 
07918 722080 
 
Visit the press section at www.leemingsolarfarm.com for copies of press releases, images and photos.  
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