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This week, local residents will
receive information in the post
from Lightrock Power who are
assessing a new 63 hectares site
for a solar farm near Leeming
Bar.

A number of ecological and
feasibility studies have been
carried out and Lightrock Power
are now consulting with local
people about the proposal
ahead of submitting a planning
application in the Spring.

Parish councils will also be
briefed and consulted between
January 11 and February 8,
2021. 

Information about the plans,
timescales, why the site has
been selected and potential
benefits for the local community
are included on the information
hub available at:
www.leemingsolarfarm.com

The map shows the approximate location of
the proposed site. 

The shaded area is where Lightrock Power
hope to arrange solar panels. 

Access to the site would be via Low Street, to
the west of the site. 

Launch of consultation and assessment of a new 

solar farm site between Leeming Bar and Scruton

Covid 19 means that face to face meetings cannot take place but early
feedback is welcomed.

 
Contact details are printed below:



On behalf of The Feast, Alison Booth,
said: 

"Graham was a stalwart of the Kirkby
Fleetham Feast for many years.  His role
as Treasurer was key to the financial
success of the Feast.  In 2006, Graham
with Jeff Lloyd, the then Chairman,
secured £10,000 funding from Awards
for All.  This secured the future of the
Feast and is one of the major reasons
why this historic village event will survive
for many a year". 

Villagers pay tribute to community
stalwart, Graham Artley

On December 22, villagers lined Kirkby Fleetham
green to pay tribute to Graham Artley who died last
month after a long illness. Graham served for 20
years as Chair and Treasurer of the Village Hall, and
Treasurer for the Feast. His legacy will continue for
many years to come with a much improved village
hall and funding secured to support The Feast.

In these difficult times, when funerals are limited,
local residents, grateful for the years of service and
affection for both Graham and his wife, Fran,
wanted to pay their respects before his coffin was
driven to Darlington. A piper joined the occasion in
recognition of the time Graham and family lived in
Scotland. Fran and her family are grateful for the
support of local people, including involvement on
the day of the funeral; and for all the lovely cards
and flowers

Graham opening the new
Village Hall kitchen in 2013

On behalf of The Village Hall Committee, Sheila Minto, said:
"For two decades Graham served as a Trustee of our Village Hall taking on the roles
of Treasurer and Chairman. Together with Fran, he was determined to improve and
develop this precious asset. Double glazing, re-decoration, plans for an extension
and ensuring that the hall was well used for social events were the objectives he
pursued tirelessly and with great enthusiasm. It was a privilege, therefore, when in
2013. Graham was able to join us to perform the opening of the new kitchen".



St Mary's Church project 

Clear, document and research the gravestones
Identify and record flowers, plants and wildlife
Help with management of the meadow areas.

On December 5, a group of volunteers met at St Mary's Church to start
work on a new project to help: 

The Friends of St Mary's Churchyard volunteers group are able to carry
out research, including taking part in webinars while work on the ground
is unable to continue. Clearing and documenting work will resume when
Covid restrictions are lifted and the weather improves. Anyone interested
in supporting this project should contact Anne Herbert on 748460.

Volunteers  assessing the task at the December event. 

 Church Services at St Mary's 
                                     

Services at St. Mary's Church are suspended until further notice
and will be reviewed in February. However, services will take

place via ZOOM, details  from the Benefice website :
www.lowerswalechurches.org.uk.

Rev. Jennie Lane can be contacted on 01609 631122 or by email:
jennilane2013@btinternet.com



" Like many others over lockdowns one and two, I have experienced a re-connection
with nature without the distractions of the bustling digital world.

Harm from litter
It is known that litter can harm mammals, either through ingesting it or becoming
trapped in it. They can suffer deep wounds, choke, become trapped in cans – the list
goes on. I sometimes feel ashamed of the state of our countryside with many of our
roadside verges, footpaths and bridleways littered with plastic and waste. 

So, here’s an idea: how about a positive-spirited Kirkby Fleetham with Fencotes Parish
network to link together people who undertake to pick up just one piece of litter every
time they go out on their daily exercise.

Why might this work where other approaches have failed?  Because it is such a small,
easy thing for each one of us to commit to, but if many people did it the cumulative
results could be surprising. 

We should stop wasting our energy complaining about litter and start to focus on doing
something that is positive and practical. 

Making a start
 I’m going to start today.  Is anyone else up for it?  Remember to be aware of your
environment and not to put yourself at risk while picking up litter ".  

Parish Councillor Gary Jones
launches a new litter initiative  

Avoid direct

contact with litter

at all times and use

a litter picker where

possible for any

glass or metal

items.



Regular updates are available through InfoNet KFF and our website:
www.kirkbyfleethamwithfencotesparishcouncil.co.uk

Social News is funded by the Trustees of the Village Hall and Parish Council, 
and written by Lynda Dillon.

If you have something of local interest that you would like included please contact
Lynda by the 15th of the month on lyndafothergill@hotmail.com

The latest information and details about support
available is posted on our website :

 
www.kirkbyfleethamwithfencotesparishcouncil.co.uk

Eggs are on sale from the egg box at The Old
Forge. Thanks to Lucy Sanderson who

supplies them.

A range of local food delivery services are
available. 

You can find details at: 

www.kirkbyfleethamwithfencotesparishcouncil.co.uk


