
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Good afternoon 

I hope you are all keeping well? 

Below is today’s NYCC bulletin.  

As usual you are invited to share the contents with anyone who may be interested in the items it 

contains. 

Best wishes 

Annabel 

Cllr. Annabel Wilkinson. Swale division. North Yorkshire 

 

It’s a strange old world just now, isn’t it? Face masks or coverings are the new norm, hand sanitiser 

is available to use in many shops and restaurants, café’s etc, and one-way systems keep us safely 

apart. It’s truly commendable to see how the vast majority of us are just taking it in our stride and 

making the most of our slightly unusual new way of living and working.  

In fact, to be honest, I bet I am not the only one who sometimes forgets what life was like before we 

had to take such precautions to protect ourselves and our loved ones. Our Test and Trace team 

are working regularly with health colleagues to help manage and close down the small number of 

outbreaks we are seeing and this approach is very effective here. However, we must exercise 

maximum caution because we can see that the virus continues to wreak havoc on communities 

where it is able to take hold again. Sadly, a number of our neighbours in the north of England are 

back in harsher degrees of lockdown and I am aware that this has resulted in some concern here in 

North Yorkshire. Please don’t forget our future is in our own hands, literally. So, please wash your 

hands regularly, carry hand sanitiser and stay at least 2 metres from people not in your household 

where you can. Where that’s not possible, take additional precautions, like wearing a face covering.  

Now is not a moment to lose concentration; lives and livelihoods here continue to depend on us all 

playing our part. Thank you for playing yours. 

It is without doubt, a critical moment for our economy too. Coronavirus has delivered a massive 

shock to so many of our businesses. Our world-renowned hospitality industry has been extremely 

hard hit and that’s continuing to have an impact on the very many people who depend financially 

on the visitor and hospitality industry, including their supply chains. The number of people 

furloughed in North Yorkshire is 85,000, the second highest in the north of England, behind Leeds. 

We will need to take some pretty dynamic action to drive our recovery from this. Our best chance of 

maximising renewed economic fortunes is to land a devolution deal. That’s a simple fact. 

Devolution will give us the money and local powers we need to supercharge investment in skills 

and job creation initiatives, superfast broadband and mobile connectivity and to build a better 
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transport infrastructure. It means we can prioritise what matters here and make locally-led 

decisions on those. That’s incredibly important in a county like ours where there are many different 

communities spread out across a large geographic area – there isn’t a one size fits all – and 

devolution will mean much more power closer to people.  

You may already be aware that to land a ‘devo deal’ we need to make big changes to local 

government here. That means the 8 councils currently delivering services to you must become one 

or two. Our position is very clear. One council is the only proposal that makes sense. It’s the only 

option that delivers maximum gain and least disruption. All the other options would split up the 

county, cause the biggest upheaval and deliver significantly less by way of savings. You may also 

have heard claims that a single council for North Yorkshire, serving all 610,000 residents, would be 

a ‘super council’. My response to that is that it would be a ‘super’ council, delivering best value and 

keeping our county together! However, any suggestion that our current county footprint would be 

unacceptable to Government can be scotched immediately. We have that in black and white from 

the minister himself, confirming the benefits of councils of scale and clarifying that our bid would be 

within the scope of Government’s ideas for unitary councils.   

Equally, you may hear claims that a new single council delivering all your services can not be local. 

Nonsense. You only need look at the success of our colleagues in Durham and Cornwall. Both 

have been single councils for more than a decade, delivered annual savings of between £20 and 

£25 million a year, maintained a strong financial footing, delivered high quality services and 

empowered communities. Our proposal would do likewise and strengthen local decision making, 

giving you a stronger voice. Through ‘double devolution’, we would pass on more powers, and the 

money to back them up, to those town and parish councils that wanted them. At least 25 

community forums, covering market town areas, would offer residents, voluntary groups and 

businesses the platform to have their say and deliver on local priorities. Area committees would 

provide challenge to a new council, and oversight. We are carefully examining the success of other 

single councils to ensure all learning can benefit our proposal here. 

I am aware that local government reorganisation is not the most scintillating conversation topic for 

everyone, but make no mistake, it is the only way to get the money and powers we need to renew 

the economy here and to be able to punch our weight regionally and nationally, so we need to get 

on with it.  

Before I go, I would like to bring you some more inspiring stories of some of the people who have 

and continue to make North Yorkshire so special.  You may already have heard about our Great 

North Yorkshire Sons and Daughters campaign. The latest to feature is a trio of women whose 

actions, passion and amazing talent led to the preservation of the rich heritage of the Yorkshire 

Dales. 

Marie Hartley, Ella Pontefract and, later, Joan Ingilby worked together for more than 75 years and 

were experts on the social history of the Dales. The women travelled across the county collecting 

stories, written material and artefacts, all of which they brought back to the cottage they shared at 

Askrigg in Wensleydale. 

Marie Hartley MBE, was born 29 September 1905 and was the author and co-author of 40 books 

documenting the social history of the Dales. There’s more on this story on the link below: 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/women-devote-75-years-preserving-countys-rural-

traditions 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/women-devote-75-years-preserving-countys-rural-traditions
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/women-devote-75-years-preserving-countys-rural-traditions


Team North Yorkshire bulletin update 
 

3 
 

And here is another story of how a relatively small effort has made a big difference to a micro 

business trying hard to recover from the pandemic impact.  Just a week after the first birthday of 

the Old Post Office micro bar in Ingleton, it was forced to close as the UK went into lockdown. But, 

the support of North Yorkshire County Council highways team has eased the load and sparked a 

creative solution. An outdoor seating area means they can serve more customers and continue to 

provide a community spot for people in the small village to gather. It’s a tale of resilience and 

collaboration – typical of what we see going on across the county and there’s more on that here: 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/post-office-pub-community-hub 

Stay safe and look after yourselves. 

 

 

NYCC’s website has a dedicated area for all the latest COVID-19 related news visit: 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information  

Follow us on social media: @northyorkscc on Facebook and Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram. 

 

 

The number of new cases in the county is currently between 2 and 3 per day. Some of these are 

linked to our testing of care homes residents and staff but we do have small outbreaks from time to 

time in other settings. For example, we are working with Wensleydale Creamery where they have 

reported that five colleagues who work within their production area have tested positive for Covid-

19. We have provided tests for all members of the production team and are awaiting the results. 

Measures are in place to contain the spread of the virus. There have been no cases detected at the 

separate Wensleydale Creamery Visitor Centre which remains fully open.  

On the 1st of August, shielding was paused. This means that people who were defined as 

extremely clinically vulnerable, will no longer have to stay at home; they can start socialising with 

other people and go to work/school. However, it is still very important that, people who are 

extremely clinically vulnerable, are particularly vigilant about social distancing and frequent hand 

washing and limit the amount of people they come in contact with. The national Guidance on 

shielding and protecting people who are clinically extremely vulnerable from COVID-19 provides 

more information for people who have been shielding. 

From the 8th of August, the use of face coverings will become mandatory in more public, enclosed 

places. At the moment, face coverings are mandatory in shops, supermarkets, post offices, banks, 

public transport and hospitals when attending as a visitor or outpatient. From the 8th of August, they 

will become mandatory in libraries, cinemas, theatres, museums and places of worship. A 

comprehensive list of places where face coverings will be mandatory can be found here: Face 

coverings: when to wear one and how to make your own.   

It is also worth to note that the isolation period for those who have symptoms of COVID-19 or have 

tested positive is now 10 days rather than 7 days that it was previously. 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/post-office-pub-community-hub
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
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Testing 

As part of the national testing programme for coronavirus, drive-through Mobile Testing Units, 

managed by the Department for Health and Social care, will be operating in the following locations 

over the coming days between 11am and 3pm: 

 Thursday 6 August - Whitby - Whitby Park and Ride, Whitby, YO21 1TL 

 Thursday 6 August - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth Road, Richmond, DL10 

4T 

 Friday 7 August- Northallerton - Allertonshire School, Brompton Road, Northallerton, DL6 

1ED 

 Saturday 8 August – Selby – South Entrance, Drax Power Station, New Road, Selby, YO8 

8PH 

 Sunday 9 August – Scarborough – Scarborough Park & Ride, Seamer Road, 

Scarborough YO12 4LW 

 Monday 10 - Northallerton - Allertonshire School, Brompton Road, Northallerton, DL6 1ED 

 Tuesday 11 - Thornton Le Dale - National Trust Car Park, No.5. Chestnut Avenue, 

Pickering, YO18 7RR 

 Tuesday 11 – Harrogate - Harrogate Old Education Offices, Ainsty Road, Harrogate, North 

Yorkshire, HG1 4AP 

Before you attend you must book a test. Tests can be booked from 8pm the night before.  

Watch this video to find out what to expect and how to prepare for the test: 

https://youtu.be/QawyKwIIfKQ  

Find out more and how to book at www.northyorks.gov.uk/testing  

September will mark an important move back towards normal life for many children and their 
families with the return to school for all year groups. The start of the new academic year will see 
work beginning on catching-up missed education and the opportunity for children and young people 
to have important contact with their peers, as well as the return of a traditional routine 

Schools in North Yorkshire are currently finalising their risk assessments ahead of the full return to 

school for all year groups. There won’t be a one-size-fits-all approach to planning; school leaders 

are best placed to understand the needs of their school communities, but the County Council is 

providing support to schools in their decision-making. Parents will be notified in due course on the 

arrangements for home-to-school transport, but normal school transport arrangements will largely 

resume. 

The County Council is also involved in planning for any potential local lockdown, which includes 

schools and how education will continue in the event of a local outbreak. 

 

https://youtu.be/QawyKwIIfKQ
http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/testing
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Across the county, many residents have relied on the vital help of community support organisations 
and thousands of willing volunteers. Over the past few weeks, residents, who have been shielding 
since March, have been contacted to reassure them this help will continue despite the pause in 
shielding. Colleagues in our customer service centre have put alternative arrangements in place to 
make sure we are able to help those residents who still need support. Our partners at North 
Yorkshire Fire and Rescue, the district councils and our own council staff have all been 
volunteering to check in on people. It’s been a huge team effort, and the reassurance of continues 
support has provided much comfort to those who are vulnerable. 
 
Peter Murray, from Scarborough, suffers from COPD and asthma. He said: “I’ve been shielding 
since February but I got a letter from the NHS advising me to do it officially in March. The County 
Council has been fantastic and the volunteer who helped me was a really nice person – he 
deserves an award. Just polite, lovely to chat to. He always kept his distance from me but always 
made time to make sure I was alright.” 
 
In Selby, Tina Whiteley was supported by volunteers as she entered the long recovery process 
from coronavirus. Tina, a mental health nurse who has asthma, contracted Covid-19 in March. Tina 
said: “When I came out of hospital I was shielding, which was hard because I was isolated. I 
physically couldn’t go out either because my blood oxygen levels were so low – walking to the 
kitchen to make a drink just about took it out of me. Getting up the stairs I had to go one step at a 
time.” 
 
Tina realised she was running out of medication and had no-one available to collect her 
prescription for her. But a call from the council alerted her to the fact that support was available and 
she could get her medication delivered by a volunteer. She said: “They went and got my 
medication and brought it back. It’s simple but it helped me so much because I didn’t have to worry 
about it. When I found out they were there it was a big reassurance to me and I’m glad it’s carrying 
on.” 
 
People who are self-isolating and need help with things like shopping and prescriptions, but don’t 
have anyone to call on, or anyone concerned about the welfare of someone else, can contact North 
Yorkshire County Council’s customer service centre on 01609 780780. Open seven days a week 
8am to 5.30pm. People can also find details of local voluntary and community groups offering 
support at www.northyorkshireconnect.org.uk. For more information about support available go to 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/help-you-during-coronavirus-covid-19. 
 

 

Our Adult Weight Management Service is being seen as a vital route for residents to improve their 

health and lifestyle after Public Health England launched the national Better Health campaign. 

In North Yorkshire, 61.3 per cent of adults in 2017/18 were overweight or obese, which is on par 

with the UK average. People living with obesity are twice as likely to be hospitalised with Covid-19.  

Therefore, for many, the past few months have been a wake-up call and people are recognising 

that it is time to get back on track after gaining weight over a long period of time. 

Our service, which is fundamental to the North Yorkshire Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives strategy, is 

free to eligible adults for up to 24 weeks and works to develop people’s self-esteem, confidence 

and motivation while giving practical advice and activity sessions to achieve 5 per cent weight loss 

at 12 weeks and sustain it at 24 weeks. 

http://www.northyorkshireconnect.org.uk/
http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/help-you-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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The service provides a tailored approach for each person who is referred. Throughout lockdown 

the service continued supporting clients but was unable to take on new people. However, most 

services are now once again accepting GP referrals and it is hoped that over the coming months 

there will be an increased offer.  

We commission the service across North Yorkshire, though it is delivered by a different provider in 

each district.  

Scarborough and Ryedale NHS Weight Management Service client Caroline Shepherdson has 

really enjoyed the remote service. She said: “The virtual group has kept me focused. I have been 

able to pick up valuable information and tips from my weekly catch-ups.” 

Caroline continued: “I feel that we have received a personal service. You get a more focused 

experience and learn about individuals. I don’t feel that the power or focus has been lost because 

the meeting is online.”  

Selby resident James Stone got involved with the programme after becoming a father for the first 

time and being fed up with feeling unhealthy. In Selby, the programme is called Move it to Lose it 

and is delivered by Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles at Selby Leisure Centre. 

James said: “I have enjoyed taking control of my diet now that I understand more. It is nice being 

able to eat treats but in a controlled way that doesn’t feel too restricted. I started swimming much 

more when the leisure centre was open and have since been increasing my cycling during 

lockdown. 

“I have managed to lose 22kg so far and I am now on the 12-week maintenance programme after 

achieving the target weight loss. I feel so much better for it and after struggling over the past six 

years to maintain my weight I am now glad to be able to control my diet.  

“It’s an excellent programme and I have made new friendships and now support newcomers in 

feeling safe and welcome over Zoom calls and have recommended it to loads of people.”  

Jo Hardiman, from Skipton, is full of praise for the programme and advisors Hannah Storey and 

Mark Hampton. In Craven, the service is called Healthy Lifestyles Weight Management Programme 

and is delivered by Craven District Council.  

“I’m absolutely over the moon with the way the programme has worked for me,” said Jo. “I’ve tried 

to lose weight several times, but this is the only thing that’s worked for me. I’ve really enjoyed 

becoming much more active. 

For more information on the Adult Weight Management Service, visit  

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/healthy-weight-and-eating-well 

 

LEP News: £15.4m investment for York & North Yorkshire 

Infrastructure schemes to benefit from £15.4m secured by York & North Yorkshire Local Enterprise 

Partnership have been announced. Money has come from the Government’s Getting Building 

Fund, following a bid by the LEP in June which outlined a list of local projects capable of boosting 
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economic recovery from COVID-19. Ten projects have now had funding approved and will receive 

a share of the £15.4m pot. 

Government to refund council cost of keeping York Central project moving - as £77m 

confirmed 

The Government will reimburse City of York Council for money it has committed to keep the York 

Central project moving forward. And the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

has written to the council to confirm the arrangements for £77.1 million of essential funding for 

the scheme. 

Reporting outbreaks of coronavirus 
 
COVID-19 early outbreak management information has been created to make sure that people 
who run businesses or organisations: 

 Know how to recognise and report an incident of COVID-19; and  

 Are aware of measures local health protection teams may advise in order to contain it. 

 In addition, 'action cards' have been developed to cover a range of businesses and 

organisations to provide specific advice on the issues each type of organisation may face 

now lockdown restrictions have been eased. 

More small businesses to benefit from loans under CBILS 

More small businesses can benefit from loans up to £5 million under the Coronavirus Business 

Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS). Previously businesses which were classed as ‘undertakings in 

difficulty’ were unable to access CBILS because of EU rules. From today, businesses in this 

category and which have fewer than 50 employees and a turnover of less than £9 million can apply 

to CBILS. 

Construction Talent Retention Scheme 

The BEIS funded Construction Talent Retention Scheme is now live with an overarching aim to 

address a mass skills shortage in the sector. The scheme will specifically facilitate talent matching 

and employee loans on a temporary basis between business and supply re-deployment of staff at 

risk of redundancy from other sectors, given the overlapping competencies.   

Eat Out to Help Out 

Many eateries across the region have signed up to take part in the Eat Out to Help Out scheme. 

Diners are encouraged to take advantage of this offer, where if eating-in, they can benefit from a 

50% discount, up to a maximum of £10 per person, on food and non-alcoholic drinks, any Monday 

to Wednesday in August. 

Stay informed: 

GOVERNMENT: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support  

Y&NY LEP: https://www.businessinspiredgrowth.com/covid-19/  

Y&NY GROWTH HUB: https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-we-can-help/coronavirus/ 

 

https://www.businessinspiredgrowth.com/news/15-4m-investment-for-york-north-yorkshire/
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/18628325.government-refund-council-cost-keeping-york-central-project-moving---77-1-million-confirmed/
https://www.yorkpress.co.uk/news/18628325.government-refund-council-cost-keeping-york-central-project-moving---77-1-million-confirmed/
https://bit.ly/CV19EarlyOutbreak?utm_campaign=Intermediaries&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9N29HlDRVl1JgTyX6JslK8-5zW3YLOdX5F8W0gXl2RfA42_nQXKaNcYNCgFSqm8sEyRvG0
https://bit.ly/CV19ActionCards?utm_campaign=Intermediaries&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9N29HlDRVl1JgTyX6JslK8-5zW3YLOdX5F8W0gXl2RfA42_nQXKaNcYNCgFSqm8sEyRvG0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-businesses-set-to-benefit-from-government-loan-scheme?utm_content=daily&utm_campaign=Intermediaries&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9N29HlDRVl1JgTyX6JslK8-5zW3YLOdX5F8W0gXl2RfA42_nQXKaNcYNCgFSqm8sEyRvG0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-businesses-set-to-benefit-from-government-loan-scheme?utm_content=daily&utm_campaign=Intermediaries&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9N29HlDRVl1JgTyX6JslK8-5zW3YLOdX5F8W0gXl2RfA42_nQXKaNcYNCgFSqm8sEyRvG0
https://www.trs-system.co.uk/construction?utm_campaign=Intermediaries&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9N29HlDRVl1JgTyX6JslK8-5zW3YLOdX5F8W0gXl2RfA42_nQXKaNcYNCgFSqm8sEyRvG0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eat-out-to-help-out-look-for-the-logo?utm_content=daily&utm_campaign=Intermediaries&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9N29HlDRVl1JgTyX6JslK8-5zW3YLOdX5F8W0gXl2RfA42_nQXKaNcYNCgFSqm8sEyRvG0
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.businessinspiredgrowth.com/covid-19/
https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-we-can-help/coronavirus/
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Online music lessons 

Our service has adapted to allow lessons to be taught online to pupils unable to attend school. We 

offer the full range of instruments, including brass, woodwind, strings, percussion, voice and 

keyboard. Lessons are delivered by specialist instrumental teachers over a secure connection. 

We were among the first music service to pioneer this approach and are very experienced in it. For 

details, visit www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk or email 

MusicServiceTuitionRequests@northyorks.gov.uk 

Scavenger hunt at home 

You may not be able to spend long enough outside to enjoy a scavenger hunt but why not try one 
at home? https://www.thebigsmokeevents.com/the-stuck-at-home-scavenger-hunt 

 

 

http://www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk/
mailto:MusicServiceTuitionRequests@northyorks.gov.uk
https://www.thebigsmokeevents.com/the-stuck-at-home-scavenger-hunt

